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“It would be so sweet to love.”

Georges Roualt, 1926. Series: Miserere, Plate 13.

Getlein's commentary, noting the subjunctive of the title and the wariness of the mother adds that parents "daily learn the intricacies of stewardship, the mysteries of justice, the otherness of their children, the limits of their ability to cope with their awesome responsibilities...the bend of her head and her patience bring us back again to Christ."

THe Order of Worship

May 20, 2012
Called by God

The Call to Worship








Singing                                                 Bow Down
Bow down and worship Him,

Enter in

Oh, enter in

Consuming fire

Sweet perfume

His awesome presence fills this room

This is holy ground

This is holy ground

This is holy ground

So come and bow down 
Prayer
CLeansed By God
Confession of Sin





God our Father,
Forgive us. Often we do not recognize how great you are. We fear other people, worry about their opinions of who we are and what we do. Yet we are to fear you alone. 

Jesus our Redeemer,
Forgive us. We do not fully grasp the power of your Name. We foolishly follow other worldly names. Yet, your Name alone is above all other names. Your kingdom is greater than all other kingdoms. Help us to share your Name and spread your kingdom to our city and to our communities.

Holy Spirit our Comforter,
Forgive us. We despair in the midst of trials, forgetting your promises to us. But you dwell within us, bringing continual comfort and strength to our souls. Help us to comfort those around us as you comfort us. 

(Silent Confession)

Assurance of Pardon                                                                  Revelation 11:15-18

15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, 

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign. 18 The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”

         Celebrating our life in God
 
Celebration of Infant Baptism


         Corinne Justice McKnight
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                                                     Daughter of Charles & Charlotte McKnight
Biblical support for household Baptism

Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call. Acts 2:38-39

At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. Acts 13:3

The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home.   Acts 16:14-15
Questions for the Parents:

1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in his behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation, as you do for your own?

3. Do you unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will pray with and for him , that you will teach him the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring him up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?

Question for the Congregation

Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting the parents in the Christian nurture of this child?

Baptism



               


Gary Stallnaker

Joining of New Members - Questions for Membership

                        
1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving His displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability?

5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to study its purity and peace?

Singing             
                   Love Lifted Me

I was sinking deep in sin,
Far from the peaceful shore.
Lost and deeply stained within,
Sinking to rise no more.
But the Master of the sea,
Heard my despairing cry,
And from the waters lifted me,
Now safe am I.
Your love lifted me!
Your love lifted me!  Yeah!
All my heart to Him I give,
Ever to Him I'll cling,
In His blessed Presence live,
Ever His praises sing,
Love so mighty and so true,
Merits my soul's best songs,
Faithful, loving service too,
All to Him belongs.
Souls in danger look above,
Jesus completely saves.
He will lift you by His love,
Out of the angry waves.
He's the Master of the sea,
Billows His will obey,
He your Saviour wants to be,
Be saved today.
Awesome
My God is Awesome/He can move mountains/Keep me in the valley/Hide me from the rain

My God is Awesome/Heals me when I’m broken/Strength where I’ve been weakened/

Forever He will reign…

My God Is Awesome/Awesome, Awesome, Awesome

My God is Awesome/Savior of the whole world/Giver of Salvation/By His stripes I am healed

My God is Awesome/Today I am forgiven/His grace is why I’m living/Praise His Holy name

My God Is Awesome/Awesome, Awesome, Awesome

He’s Mighty, He’s Mighty, He’s Mighty, He’s Mighty/Awesome…Awesome

He’s Holy, He’s Holy, He’s Holy, He’s Holy/Awesome…Awesome

He’s Great He’s Great, He’s Great, He’s Great/Awesome…Awesome

Deliverer, Deliverer, Deliverer, Deliverer/Awesome…Awesome

Provider, Provider, Provider, Provider/Awesome….Awesome

Praise His Holy Name
Declaring                                           Question and Answers 102, 103

(From the Westminster Shorter Catechism, 1647)

What do we pray for in the second petition?

In the second petition, which is, Thy kingdom come, we pray that Satan's kingdom may be destroyed; and that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves and others brought into it, and kept in it; and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened.

What do we pray for in the third petition?

In the third petition, which is, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven, we pray that God, by his grace, would make us able and willing to know, obey and submit to his will in all things, as the angels do in heaven.

Worship through Giving
Doxology
 
        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above you heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

(Children are now dismissed for Children’s Church.)
 Changed By God’s WorD
Pastoral Prayer                                                                                   Reverend Omari Hill
Scripture Reading 

 

 

               Acts 19: 11-20, 23-41

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12  so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. 19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily… 
 23 About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way. 24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the craftsmen. 25  These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, and said, “Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 27 And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.”

28 When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul's companions in travel. 30 But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him. 31 And even some of the Asiarchs, who were friends of his, sent to him and were urging him not to venture into the theater. 32  Now some cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come together. 33 Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And Alexander, motioning with his hand, wanted to make a defense to the crowd. 34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all cried out with one voice, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”

35 And when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Men of Ephesus, who is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of the great Artemis, and of the sacred stone that fell from the sky? 36 Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash. 37 For you have brought these men here who are neither sacrilegious nor blasphemers of our goddess. 38 If therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts are open, and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 39 But if you seek anything further, it shall be settled in the regular assembly. 40 For we really are in danger of being charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to justify this commotion.” 41 And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.
Sermon                                    “How To Start A Riot”                    Pastor Howard Brown
Sent By GoD

Closing Song                                      You Are Good
God never Fails, He abides in me, God never Fails
Died and set the captives free
God never Fails, Hold on and keep the faith,
God never fails, Give him your life today,
No need to worry, No need to fret,

For God almighty has never failed me.

Though bucked and scorned 

I know I’ve been redeemed,

For God almighty has never failed me.

Keep your trust in him, and never cease to pray,

Through all your hurt and pain, call on him everyday.

No need to worry, dry your weeping eyes,

I’ve got my Lord, he’s always on my side.

Though I fall short, and turn my back on him,

He still loves me, in spite of my sin.

Keep your trust in him, and never cease to pray,

Through all your hurt and pain, call on him everyday.
No need to worry, No need to fret,

For God almighty has never failed me.

Though bucked and scorned I, know I’ve been redeemed,

For God almighty has never failed me.

Keep your trust in him, and never cease to pray,

Through all your hurt and pain, call on him everyday.
Benediction









SUNDAY�
�
�
Fishers (Southwest) Every other week, 4:00-7:00 pm. Contact Tom & Anne Fisher, fishersoflapaz@gmail.com, 980-275-2774�
�



MONDAY�
�
�
Hopes (Huntersville) Every other week, 6:30 pm. Contact Donna Hopes, dhopes007@yahoo.com�
�



TUESDAY�
�
�
Club Mimosa (Plaza Midwood) Every week, 7:00 pm. Contact Ibrahim & Erin Nasmyth, erinqnasmyth@gmail.com, 704-333-1459�
�



WEDNESDAY�
�
�
Cocktail Hour (Elizabeth) Every other week for drinks, appetizers, and Jesus, 5:30-7 pm at the Meyer's, 303 N Dotger Ave, 28204. Contact Matt Moynihan, moyniman@gmail.com, 479-409-1377�
�



THURSDAY�
�
�
South Charlotte (Matthews) Every week, 7:30 pm at the Sherrill’s, 355 Quill Lane.  Contact John or Nora Sherrill, 704-847-5521 or 704-560-6508�
�



SUNDAY�
�
�
Sorzano/Zuiderveen Group (Location varies) Every week, 7:30 pm.  Contact Kurt 704-819-1669�
�






HIP-HOP CYPHER  


Starts May 30th!  Discussions are Wednesdays at 7:30pm.  5 weeks Limited space. Contact Mike Sales or Dee Lanier at : � HYPERLINK "mailto:cypher@christcentralchurch.com" ��cypher@christcentralchurch.com� If you would like to know more





SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF ACTS:  June. Participants of this study will see what God has done and will continue to do through His people to fulfill the prophetic claim of Jesus when he said, “upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 


Contact: Michael Hughes


704-992-6254


� HYPERLINK "mailto:michael.hughes@cpcc.edu" ��michael.hughes@cpcc.edu�





MEN�
�
�
Fraternity: Brotherhood of Men. Ongoing.


Bill Ingram 704.840.4593 





Bible in A Year. Ongoing.


Michael Ruiz-Esparza dal1boys@gmail.com


�
�
WOMEN�
�
�
Studies on a break now. Will resume in the Fall.�
�
�
�
�






Learning Communities








Community Groups








CCC Community Care Team


The C5 Team works to promote service, charity and practical kindness in our community.  Email us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:c5@christcentralchurch.com" �c5@christcentralchurch.com� to help or find help.  Team members will respond to all requests for assistance and are also available to answer any questions (Charles McClure, Meghan Greenslit, Kristen Sluder, Drew Harris, Shyla Ruiz-Esparza, Laurie Prince, Katharine Anderson, Emily Jamison, Jill Levy, Mike Sales). 








A LITTLE ABOUT US…





STAFF:





Rev. Howard Brown, Pastor


704.609.5493


� HYPERLINK "mailto:hbrown@christcentralchurch.com" �hbrown@christcentralchurch.com�





Rev. Giorgio Hiatt, Associate Pastor


704.609.5492


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ghiatt@christcentralchurch.com" �ghiatt@christcentralchurch.com�





Jessica Dean, Church Admin


704.608.9146


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ewatts@christcentralchurch.com" �office@christcentralchurch.com�





Elisabeth Watts, Asst. Church Admin


704.780.2575


ewatts@christcentralchurch.com





Anne Fisher, Children’s Ministry 


980.275.2774 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:annefisher@gmail.com" �annesfisher@gmail.com�





Laurabeth Harris, Nursery 


980.230.9197


laurabethb@hotmail.com





ELDERS:





Todd Chitester, Elder


704.905.1862


� HYPERLINK "mailto:tchitester@christcentralchurch.com" �tchitester@christcentralchurch.com�





Jacob Darling, Elder


704.496.4307


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jdarling@christcentralchurch.com" �jdarling@christcentralchurch.com�





Dee Lanier, Elder 


704.661.1684


dlanier@christcentralchurch.com





Bill Marquardt, Elder


704.968.2065


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bmarquadt@christcentralchurch.com" �bmarquardt@christcentralchurch.com�





Adam Sellner, Elder


704.756.5375


� HYPERLINK "mailto:asellner@christcentralchurch.com" �asellner@christcentralchurch.com�





Steve Walker, Elder


704.363.1014


swalker@christcentralchurch.com








A LITTLE ABOUT YOU…


(tear off and drop in offering basket…)








Name





Address





City





State		Zip





Email





Home Phone





Cell Phone








Children (names and ages please):

















Would Like More Information?


From a Pastor


About Community Groups


About Christ Central Ministries


Other





 














Welcome.  We are delighted that you are here.  Our hope is that you will enjoy your time among us. Our prayer is that no matter who you are, where you come from, or what you have done, that God would show you His wonder and His love.   


Christ Central church seeks to be an eclectic community engaging in an authentic worship of God, communicating the clear message of grace, and working for the redemption of all creation. 


If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to speak with me, our leadership, or any one of our members.  We want to help you understand who we are and what we are about, but even more we want you to experience Christ himself.


Again, thank you for your presence among us today.


Sincerely,


�








Church Office


511-B E. 36th Street, 28205


PO Box 9894


Charlotte, NC 28299


704.608.9146


www.christcentralchurch.com
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